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On Oct. 17, the opposition Democratic Revolution Party (PRD) officially nominated Cuauhtemoc
Cardenas as its candidate for the August 1994 presidential elections. Cardenas, who was unopposed,
accepted the nomination at the PRD convention in Mexico City. In an interview with La Jornada
newspaper on Oct. 16, Cardenas promised sweeping economic reforms, "much deeper" than those
implemented under the Salinas administration. Without offering specifics, he promised lower
taxes, a reorientation of national resources to revive industry and agriculture, and elimination of
the Economic Productivity and Growth Pacts (PECE). Cardenas also dismissed suggestions that his
administration would bring more government intervention in the economy. In fact, he suggested
that his policies would actually result in less intervention. "We must allow our enterprises to
develop in a climate of freedom and autonomy, but also in a climate of equality. We must develop
firms able to hold up against foreign competition," he said. During his acceptance speech, Cardenas
also vowed to take whatever steps necessary to ensure that the ruling Institutional Revolutionary
Party (PRI) does not emerge victorious in the 1994 election on the basis of fraud. According to official
results, PRI presidential candidate Carlos Salinas won the 1988 elections with just over 50% of the
vote, following the controversial collapse of the electoral computer system when unofficial tallies
had Cardenas ahead. A day before Cardenas' acceptance speech, delegates unanimously approved
the party platform for the upcoming election, including language that would allow the PRD and
Cardenas to seek alliances with other political parties. (Sources: Notimex, 10/16/93; La Jornada,
10/17/93, Reuter, 10/17/93)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

